
December 11, 2024
The Tree of Promise



310 Arise, O Christian People CW 310

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–1662; (sts. 1–3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–1874, alt.; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, Hamburg, 1598, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand, if you are able



Opening Sentences CW 215

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led your people Israel with a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of your 
Christ. May his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, for you are merciful and 
you love your whole creation. We, your creatures, glorify you—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.



141A Let My Prayer Rise before You Psalm 141A

Tune: David Schack
Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your mercy descend on us, 
that we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and forever in heaven; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated

Scripture Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13



1 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as 
king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I 
see a king for myself among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, 
he will kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to 
anoint for me the person that I point out to you.” 4 So Samuel did what the LORD had told him 
to do and went to Bethlehem. Trembling with fear, the elders of the city came to meet him. 
They said, “Do you come in peace?” 5 He said, “Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” He consecrated Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they had come, he looked at Eliab and 
said, “Certainly this is the LORD’s anointed.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his 
appearance or at how tall he is, because I have rejected him. For the LORD does not look at 
things the way man does. For man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel 
said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Then Jesse had Shammah pass by. But 
Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel. Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Is that all of the young men?” Jesse said, “There still is the youngest, but he 
is tending the sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him, for we cannot sit down to eat 
until he comes.” 12 He sent for him and brought him in. David had red hair and striking eyes, 
and was good-looking. The LORD said, “Get up! Anoint him, because this is the one.” 13 So 
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers. The Spirit of 
the LORD rushed on David with power from that day forward. After that Samuel set out and 
returned to Ramah.

Bell Choir “Advent Meditation”           arr. By Douglas E. 
Wagner

PRAYER

Lord God, grant us your Holy Spirit that we may hear and believe your Word. Cleanse our 
minds and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Scripture Reading Isaiah 11:1-10

1 A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse,



and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him:
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and might,
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3 He will be delighted with the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
nor will he render decisions based on what he hears with his ears,
4 but with righteousness he will judge the poor,
and he will render fair decisions in favor of the oppressed on the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath from his lips he will put the wicked to death.
5 Righteousness will be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his hips.
6 The wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat,
the calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together,
and a little child will lead them.

7 The cow and the bear will graze together,
and their young ones will lie down together.
The lion will eat straw like the cattle.
8 The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole,
and the weaned child will put his hand into a viper’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea.
10 This is what will take place on that day. The peoples will seek the Root of Jesse, who will 
be standing like a banner[a] for the peoples, and his resting place will be glorious.

Please stand for the Gospel reading

Gospel Reading Matthew 1:1-17

1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham 
was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the father of Jacob. Jacob was the father of Judah and his 
brothers. 3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Perez was 
the father of Hezron. Hezron was the father of Ram. 4 Ram was the father of Amminadab. 
Amminadab was the father of Nahshon. Nahshon was the father of Salmon. 5 Salmon was 
the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Boaz was the father of Obed, whose mother 



was Ruth. Obed was the father of Jesse. 6 Jesse was the father of King David. David was the 
father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon was the father of 
Rehoboam. Rehoboam was the father of Abijah. Abijah was the father of Asa. 8 Asa was the 
father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram. Joram was the father[a] of 
Uzziah. 9 Uzziah was the father of Jotham. Jotham was the father of Ahaz. Ahaz was the 
father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh. Manasseh was the father of 
Amon. Amon was the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, 
at the time of the Babylonian exile. 12 After the Babylonian exile, Jeconiah was the father of 
Shealtiel. Shealtiel was the father of Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud. 
Abiud was the father of Eliakim. Eliakim was the father of Azor. 14 Azor was the father of 
Zadok. Zadok was the father of Achim. Achim was the father of Eliud. 15 Eliud was the father 
of Eleazar. Eleazar was the father of Matthan. Matthan was the father of Jacob. 16 Jacob was 
the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, from whom Jesus was born (who is called Christ). 
17 So altogether there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, fourteen 
generations from David to the Babylonian exile, and fourteen generations from the 
Babylonian exile to Christ.

303 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice CW 303



Text: tr. Victor O. Petersen, 1864–1929, alt.; Danish, c. 1600
Tune: Der Bussfertige Sünder, Nürnberg, 1679
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
“The Tree of Promise”
         

Please stand, if you are able

Song of Mary



(continued)





Lord, Have Mercy

 For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
 
For the leaders of our synod and district, for all pastors in Christ, for all who are servants of 
the Church, and for all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
 
For all who govern our nation and for all public servants, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened for every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
 
For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
 
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 
those who sing, and all who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the 
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
 
For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let 
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:



Lord, have mercy.

 

 

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130003540

Prayer of the Day



Let us pray.
 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, give us 
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus

Blessing



Please be seated

342 O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is CW 342



Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Poinsettias for this week were given by Dave and Diane Stevenson in memory of Hulda 
Stevenson, Lorna Frey, and Kelvin and Howard Braun; by Dave and Linda Feldkamp in 
memory of Don and Liz Feldkamp; by Dianne Mitchell in memory of Dean Theurer and John 
Seitz; and by Richard and Lenora Lewis to beautify God’s house.  Thank you! 

Ladies Gathering at the Pappenfuss parsonage Sunday, December 15th, 4-6 p.m.  Bring a 
baby/childhood picture of yourself as part of our ice breaker.  Tea and a snack will be served. 

Sunday School Christmas Eve Service Practice—we will have a short, one hour practice 
on Saturday, December 21st from 10-11 a.m. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES—
Sunday Worship—Sundays, December 8, 15, and 22 at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

     Sunday, December 29, ONE SERVICE ONLY at 9:30 a.m.
Midweek Advent Worship—Wednesdays, December 18 at 7 p.m.
Children’s Program—Sunday, December 22 at 5 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship—Tuesday, December 24 at 7 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship—Wednesday, December 25 at 10 a.m.

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Officiant Pastor Isaac Pappenfuss



Organist Sarah Hanke
Bell Choir Director  Jeremy Hanke
Deacons Robert Niethammer and Ron Roehm
Altar Guild Sharon Boswell and Judy Lindemann
Videographer Jake Vershum
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