
  

CHRISTMAS EVE
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan 

DECEMBER 24, 2024



WELCOME TO WORSHIP

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression 
of love and thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our 
community and around the world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate 
in this offering which supports our ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the 
basement (down the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is 
available, please ask an usher for assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR 
CHILDREN to our worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  
We know that having little children in church can be a trial, but DO NOT 
WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in your shoes 
and are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, 
we have reserved the back rows of seating for parents with small children. 
These areas provide more flexibility for your family, as well as, easy access to 
move downstairs if necessary. A closed-circuit TV system allows families to 
continue participating in the service while downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags 
and children’s bulletins are available for their enjoyment. Ask an usher for 
one to use during the service and please return the toddler bag afterwards.

330 Peace Came to Earth CW 330



Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008
Tune: arr. Mark Kellner, 1959–2015, alt.; Richard Jeffrey, b. 1952
Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: © 2000 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

(Congregation sings words in bold print)

:



Tune: Dale A. Witte
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

339 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly CW 339



Text: Polish; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885–1933, alt.
Tune: Polish
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
 

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
    in our thoughts,
    in our words,
    in our deeds,
    and in all that we have not done.



    Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
    Deliver and restore us,
        that we may rest in peace.
 
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
    and in him we are forgiven. 
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, 
    when we shall serve him in newness of life.
Amen.

Bell Choir with Vocalists “Were You There on That 
Christmas Night?”

First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has dawned.
3 You have multiplied the nation. You have increased its joy. 
They rejoice before you like the joy at harvest time,
like the celebration when people divide the plunder.
4 For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them.
You have broken the bar on their shoulders and
    the rod of their oppressor,
as you did in the day of Midian.
5 Every boot that marched in battle
and the garments rolled in blood will be burned.
They will be fuel for the fire.

6 For to us a child is born.
To us a son is given.
The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders.
He will be named:
    Wonderful Counselor,
    Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father,
    Prince of Peace.
7 There will be no limit to his authority



and no end to the peace he brings.
He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness
    from now on, into eternity.
The zeal of the LORD of Armies will accomplish this.

(Congregation sings words in bold print)

 

 

 

    



  

Tune: Dale A. Witte
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

344 What Child Is This CW 344



Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, alt.
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Second Reading I John 4:9-14

9 This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son 
into the world so that we may live through him. 10 This is love: not that we have 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should love one 
another.

12 No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and his 
love has been brought to its goal in us. 13 This is how we know that we remain in 
him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that 
the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

356 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen CW 356



Text: English, 18th cent.
Tune: English
Text and tune: Public domain

Third Reading Luke 2:1-7

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first census taken while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. 3 And everyone went to register, each to his own town. 4 And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, to the 
town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and 



family line of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, his wife,  who was 
pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child.

6 And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

343 Once in Royal David’s City CW 343

(continued)



Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, abr., alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–1876
Text and tune: Public domain

Fourth Reading Luke 2:8-20

8 There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified! 10 But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of great joy, which 
will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He 
is Christ  the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel 
a multitude from the heavenly army, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward mankind.” 

15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, 
they told others the message they had been told about this child. 18 And all who 
heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, which 
were just as they had been told.

340 Away in a Manger CW 340



Text (sts. 1–2): The Myrtle, Boston, 1884; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, Louisville, 1892, alt.
Tune: James R. Murray, 1841–1905
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon “To Us a Son is Given” Isaiah 9:2-7

Solo “O Holy Night”
         Jim 

Tice

Lighting of Candles



(The pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle.  The ushers will light their 
candles from the pastor’s and then come down the aisle.  The people in the pews 
who are closest to the aisle will light their candles from the usher’s.  Each person 
will then light their candle from the person sitting next to them.  Remember to 
never dip a lit candle!)

Piano Duet “The First 
Noel”

Marcia Marion Ackling, Sarah Hanke

The Church Lights are Dimmed

Prayer      (Congregation sings words in bold print)

P:



C:
Tune: Dale A. Witte
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

337 Silent Night, Holy Night CW 337 sts. 1–3

Text: tr. John F. Young, 1820–1885; Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863
Text and tune: Public domain

Christmas Eve Prayer

Lord’s Prayer



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Individual candles are extinguished

968 In Peace, Lord, You Let Your Servant CW 968

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.
Tune: Kurt J. Eggert, 1923–1993
Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1993 Kurt J. Eggert, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703



Blessing

350 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing CW 350



Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–1847
Text and tune: Public domain

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Officiant Pastor Isaac Pappenfuss
Organists Marcia Marion Ackling, Sarah Hanke



Instrumentalists  Marcia Marion Ackling, Sarah Hanke, 
Tom Amerman, Ken Kirkpatrick

Soloist Jim Tice
Vocalists Sarah Hanke, Laura Sala, Jim Tice
Accompanist Laura Sala
Bell Choir Director Jeremy Hanke
Deacons Dave Frey and Duane Mason
Altar Guild Sharon Boswell and Judy Lindemann
Videographer Ann Latowski

OUR CELEBRATION OF JESUS’ BIRTH continues tomorrow morning at 10 
a.m. with our Christmas Day Service.  

ONLY ONE SERVICE on Sunday, December 29th, at 9:30 a.m.  No Sunday 
School or Bible Class that day. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL and  BIBLE CLASS resumes Sunday, January 12th. 

CALENDAR AND ENVELOPES – The January calendar page and offering 
envelopes for 2025 are available for you to pick up in the Bible Class room. 

NOTE—the January 2025 newsletter will NOT be going out on January 1st, but 
will be out by Sunday, January 5th.  There will be no regular office hours 
December 26th-January 1st.  You can leave a message on the church answering 
machine or call the parsonage at 429-1087. 

BELL CHOIR will not be meeting on January 9th or 16th, but will resume on 
January 23rd. 




