
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP February 2, 2025
THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests sign one of the 
guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” 
card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate. 
THANK OFFERING: Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 
world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering .
RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down 
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher 
for assistance.
YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our 
worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  We know that having little children in church can 
be a challenge, but DO NOT WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in 
your shoes and are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, we 
have reserved the back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide 
more flexibility for your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A 
closed-circuit TV system allows families to continue participating in the service while 
downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags and children’s bulletins are available for their 
enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during the service and please return the toddler bag 
afterwards.

HOLY COMMUNION –  In His Word, God makes it clear that the Lord’s Supper is to be shared by 
people of a common proclamation of faith (1 Corinthians 11:26; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17).  
Without judging anyone’s hearts, we invite those who share in our confession by their 
membership in our congregation or another congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS) or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) and who are properly 
prepared (1 Corinthians 11;27-29) to receive the Sacrament. Page 295 in Christian Worship 
provides a guide for preparation.

Guests, we would love to have you join us in communion fellowship in the future, and for 
that to be possible, we ask that you speak with one of the pastors so that we may speak with you 
on how that would be possible.  We thank you for respecting the way we celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper in our congregations.

THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE - WITH HOLY COMMUNION              CW, page 
154

742 On Galilee’s High Mountain CW 742



Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932–1996, abr.
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

Please stand if you are able



Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy



Tune: Kevin Becker
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703



Glory Be to God on High

The Lord be with you.



And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 
Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers 
and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

First Reading Jeremiah 1:4–10

 4The word of the LORD came to me.
 5Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and before you were born, I set you apart. I 
appointed you to be a prophet to the nations.
 6But I said, “Ah, LORD God! I really do not know how to speak! I am only a child!”
 7The LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone to whom I 
send you and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, because I am with 
you, and I will rescue you, declares the LORD.”

 9Then the LORD stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. The LORD said to me:
There! I have now placed my words in your mouth. 10Look, today I appoint you over nations 

and kingdoms to uproot and to tear down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

71A God Is My Strong Salvation Psalm 71A



 

In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge;
    let me never be / put to shame.
In your righteousness, rescue me and de- / liver me;
    turn your ear to me and / save me.
Be my rock of / refuge,
    to which I can / always go.   Refrain
 
Since my youth, God, you have / taught me,
    and to this day I declare your / marv’lous deeds.
Even when I am / old and gray,
    do not forsake / me, my God,
till I declare your power to the next gener- / ation,
    your mighty acts to all who / are to come.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain

Tune: Melchior Vulpius
Setting: Hal H. Hopson
Tune: Public domain
Setting: © 1988 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

 14As for you, continue in the things you have learned and about which you have become 
convinced. You know from whom you learned them 15and that from infancy you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, 
and for training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be complete, well equipped 
for every good work.



 1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the 
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom: 2Preach the word. Be 
ready whether it is convenient or not. Correct, rebuke, and encourage, with all patience and 
teaching. 3For there will come a time when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, because they have itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in line 
with their own desires. 4They will also turn their ears away from the truth and will turn aside to 
myths.

 5As for you, keep a clear head in every situation. Bear hardship. Do the work of an 
evangelist. Fulfill your ministry.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand if you are able

Gospel Acclamation Luke 4:43

(continued)

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703



Gospel Luke 4:38–44

 38Jesus got up, left the synagogue, and went into Simon's house. Simon's mother-in-law 
was suffering from a high fever. They asked him to help her. 39He stood over her, rebuked 
the fever, and it left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve them. 40As the sun was 
setting, they brought to him all who were sick with various diseases. He laid his hands on 
every one of them and healed them. 41Demons also came out of many people, crying out, 
“You are the Son of God!” He rebuked them and did not allow them to speak, because they 
knew that he was the Christ.

 42When it was day, he went out to a deserted place. The crowds were looking for him. 
They went up to him and were trying to prevent him from leaving them. 43But he told them, “I 
must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns too, because that is 
why I was sent.” 44And he continued to preach in the synagogues in the land of the Jews.
 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

 Please be seated

901 O Christians, Haste CW 901



Text: Mary A. Thomson, 1834–1923, abr., alt.
Tune: Bruce R. Backer, b. 1929
Text: Public domain
Tune: © 1993 Bruce R. Backer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

SERMON Luke 4:38–44

“Popularity is Not Success ”

Please stand if you are able



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,

and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated as we prepare the altar for Holy Communion

Please stand

Prayer of the Church

THE SACRAMENT

Preface



 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice 
on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting 
life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167



Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from 
eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together 
to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our 
faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, 
O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God

Please be seated
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Text: James J. Chepponis, b. 1956
Tune: Gesang-Buch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, Württemberg, 1784
Text: © 2009 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

741 We Have a Gospel to Proclaim CW 741



5 Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
    by all creation glorified;
he sends his Spirit on his Church
    to live for him, the Lamb who died.

6 Now we rejoice to name him King;
    Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim;
    we sing his glory, tell his worth.
Text: Edward J. Burns, b. 1938, alt.
Tune: attr. Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827, alt.
Text: © 1968 Edward J. Burns. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain

Please stand if you are able

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.



Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated
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5 Know that his body and his blood
    will feed your hungry soul
like manna in life’s wilderness,
    until you reach your goal,
    until you reach your goal.

6 Now fix your eyes on Jesus Christ;
    “Come, follow me,” says he.
“Deny yourself, take up your cross;
    come, lose your life for me,
    come, lose your life for me.”
Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955
Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940–2021
Text: © 2005 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: © 2005 Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
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