
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Saline, Michigan 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP December 22, 2024



THANK YOU for joining us in God’s house today! We cordially ask that our Guests sign one of the 
guestbooks located at either the front or back entryways, or fill out a “Let’s Get Acquainted” 
card located in the hymnal pew rack and place it in the collection plate. 

THANK OFFERING:   Members of Trinity give their offering as an expression of love and 
thankfulness to the Lord and to help support the Lord’s work in our community and around the 
world.  Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.

RESTROOMS are located at the back of the upper level (the annex), and in the basement (down 
the back stairs of the sanctuary or annex). Handicap access is available, please ask an usher 
for assistance.

YOUNG FAMILIES / TODDLER BAGS – We are GLAD YOU BROUGHT YOUR CHILDREN to our 
worship service.  Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  We know that having little children in church can 
be a challenge, but DO NOT WORRY about it.  Many of your fellow worshippers have been in 
your shoes and are just happy you brought your children with you.  For your convenience, we 
have reserved the back rows of seating for parents with small children. These areas provide 
more flexibility for your family, as well as, easy access to move downstairs if necessary. A 
closed-circuit TV system allows families to continue participating in the service while 
downstairs. Pre-school toddler bags and children’s bulletins are available for their 
enjoyment. Ask an usher for one to use during the service and please return the toddler bag 
afterwards.
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333 O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333



Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, abr., alt.
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand if you are able

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 



    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy



Glory Be to God on High



The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
 



Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us ready 
for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

 First Reading Micah 5:2–5a

2But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.
3Therefore the LORD will give them up,
until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.
Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to the people of Israel.
4He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends of the earth.
5This one will be their peace.

 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Soloist

My Soul Will Magnify the Lord
1 My soul will magnify the Lord;

    I rejoice in God my Savior,
    in the wonder of his favor.

For he has done great things for me,
    he was mindful of his servant;

    ev’ry age shall call me blessèd.
The hope of Abraham come

in the giving of a Son;
    for he who promised is mighty



    in remembering his mercy.

2 My soul will magnify the Lord
    for his grace to those who fear him

    through ev’ry generation.
The proud he scatters to the wind
    as the ruler’s strength is broken,
    and the rich are left with nothing.

The humble lifted high,
and the hungry satisfied;

    our portion and our treasure,
    our hope and help forever.

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Second Reading Hebrews 10:5–10

 5Therefore when he entered the world, Christ said:
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but you prepared a body for me.
6You were not pleased with burnt offerings and sin offerings.
7Then I said, “Here I am. I have come to do your will, God.
In the scroll of the book it is written about me.”

 8First he said:
Sacrifices and offerings that were offered according to the law,
both burnt offerings and sin offerings, you did not desire,
and you were not pleased with them.

 9Then he said:
Here I am. I have come to do your will.



He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 10By this will, we have been 
sanctified once and for all, through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ.
 
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand, if you are able

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703

Gospel Luke 1:39–55

 39In those days Mary got up and hurried to the hill country, to a town of Judah. 40She 
entered the home of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41Just as Elizabeth heard Mary's 
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42She 
called out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! 43But why am I so favored that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44In fact, just now, as soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 
womb leaped for joy! 45Blessed is she who believed, because the promises spoken to her 
from the Lord will be fulfilled!”

 46Then Mary said,
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
47and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,
48because he has looked with favor on the humble state of his servant.



Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,
49because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
51He has shown strength with his arm.
He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones.
He has lifted up the lowly.
53He has filled the hungry with good things, but the rich he has sent away empty.
54He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,
55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.

 
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Please be seated

327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 sts. 1, Ref, 2–4



Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent., alt
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Please stand, if you are able
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayer of the Church

Please be seated

313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt.
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Please stand if you are able

Prayer



Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 
we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Please be seated

351 He Whose Praise the Shepherds Sounded CW 351



Text: tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; Latin, 15th cent.
Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 727703
Tune: Public domain
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